






CREATIVE WRITING

Manna     42

V

My voice grows faint and You grow dim
How can I be sure it’s not a dream?
My knees shake and agitate, my body rocks distressingly
My prayer is weak, I cannot cry
And weeds wrap around my feet 
Oh small black seed, I let you grow too wild.

I take Your words in both hands and hold them close 
to me

The tighter my hold, the more it hurts 
My heart begins to bleed repentantly. 
With tears I cut away at roots
I fight my way through high fences
I cry and shout through bars that obstruct me 
I reach the wall and sink Your words into the center of  

my separation

Return to Me and I will return to you

Your holy words blaze through my soul, engulf  and 
sear my heart. 

A final tug
An excruciating pull 
Heart beating faster, body trembling
My hands rest on the floor
Tears stick to my burning cheeks.
And then all I see is You
You fill my vision and

I am overwhelmed.

VI 

I am here, I am here.
I’ve been waiting for you for so long. 

�&�D�Q���\�R�X���I�H�H�O���0�H���Á�X�W�W�H�U���D�U�R�X�Q�G���\�R�X�����D�V���\�R�X���V�K�D�N�H���D�Q�G���W�U�H�P�E�O�H�"
Let Me circle you and wrap your damaged
Tear stained soul with soothing ribbons of  peace
Talk to Me, confess to Me, speak to Me your heart
I’m listening.

I am before my God, naked and shameless, stripped 
of  the sin that bound me

He faces me, His ears are open.
Lips part and streams of  Spirit words tumble-fall out
At first they splutter and choke and then there’s no 

stopping
They go on and on and on.

Unburdened and light I float free and easy
Time stops and all healing balms wrap tenderly around 

me so smoothly;
I don’t know when I stopped crying.
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VII

Racing heartbeats are smoothed and steadied. 
Shoulders stand upright and tall
Eyes slowly open and floods of  familiar surroundings bring me back to earth
Hands unclasp, balance, and firmly push me from the floor. 

My body is light; I am weightless. 

The sun beams through a window and warms my face 
Outside, bright green grass and cerulean skies 
Flash so brilliantly, I squint 
And dimple my cheeks in broad smile.

I pick up the Book and smooth the cover flat
Holding it close to my chest—
Wisdom revealed herself  to me in the smallest of  words
Flipping from page to eye and she stays tucked
In the deep folds of  my heart;
Lined pages of  my service to God are open on the desk before me
Fingers excitedly touch pen marks and ink spots and I 

Am so happy!

Because the Lord has reopened the door for me
And it’s time for me to walk through.
This time, however,
He shows me where to put my feet because He is in front of  me
And I begin 
One foot in front of  the other.

CREATIVE WRITING
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CALL FOR
ARTICLES

Author Guidelines and Editorial Calendar

Manna is looking for certain types of articles, 
or article genres. Each genre constitutes a
different subject matter and writing approach. 
If you are planning to write an article (regard-
less of topic), please try to adhere to one of 
the genres below.

Christian Living
A Christian Living article gives practical biblical  
guidance on real-life issues and how to use Jesus’ 
teachings in our daily lives. 
Article length: 1500-2000 words. 

Bible Study
A Bible Study explores a passage or character from the 
Bible and draws out the teachings for readers to apply 
to their lives.  
Article length: 2000 words. 
 

Doctrinal Study
A Doctrinal Study examines an aspect of True Jesus 
Church beliefs and may present it in comparison to 
other beliefs.  
Article length: 2000 words.

Exhortation
An Exhortation encourages and admonishes the reader 
in different aspects of the Christian faith. 
Article length: 1500-2000 words.

Testimony
A Testimony recounts an experience in the Lord that 
will encourage and edify the reader. 
Article length: 1000-1500 words.

Creative Writing
Creative Writing pieces include poems, parables, or 
short stories that illustrate a biblical teaching or idea. 
Keep in mind as you’re writing: how will this edify the 
reader?

SUBMISSION INFORMATION
Please email electronic files of articles (Microsoft Word) 
to manna@tjc.org, or send hardcopy and disk to:

Manna
General Assembly of True Jesus Church
314 S.Brookhurst St, #104
Anaheim, CA 92804 USA

Please direct any questions to manna@tjc.org or
Phone: +1-714-533-8808
Fax: +1-714-533-8878

In your submission, please include your name,
mailing address, email address, and telephone
number even if you wish to remain anonymous.

Issue #63:
Topic: Music
Articles due: December 15, 2009
Music plays a big part in our lives. We listen to it while we work, while we travel, 
while we study. We hear it in stores, restaurants, television shows, and movies. 
Music is also an important part of worship services in the church. With all the dif-
ferent ways we encounter music every day, how does it affect us? Do our music 
choices affect our faith? What can we learn from the references to music in the 
Bible?

In your submission, please include your name, mailing address, email address, and  

telephone number.

GENERAL WRITING GUIDELINES
CONTENT

• Content should be biblically sound and adhere to biblical principles.

• Article should be organized and have a logical flow of thought.

• The main point or teaching of the article should be clear to the reader.

• Readers should be able to apply what they have read to their daily lives.

GRAMMAR/STYLE

• Use active instead of passive voice.

• Write concisely.

• Use concrete words and ideas instead of abstract concepts.

• Use “plain old English” instead of obscure, academic language.

• Use the NKJV version when quoting Bible verses.

• Use American spelling, if possible.

• Adhere to the IA Style Guide, except for He/Him when referring to God/Jesus.
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